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November 6, 2006

Ted Chapin, President

The Rogers & Hammerstein Organization

1065 Avenue of the Americas, 24th Floor

New York, NY 10018

Dear Mr. Chapin:

I recently became aware of the October 11, 2006 press release regarding your new affiliation with Realtime Music Solutions, in which you stated “a 25+ piece orchestra is simply not always available today.”  

This is untrue.  There is an abundance of talented musicians ready to perform these great works.  If your intent is in “restoring the brilliant orchestrations,” it would seem logical to encourage the use of more musicians, not less.  As I am sure you are well aware, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat is actually orchestrated for eleven musicians - a number that is easily obtainable in any region.  It is unclear to me how this product would be necessary for the performance of this show.    Furthermore, while we debate the availability of live musicians in the U.S., European and Asian tours of Broadway shows utilize and encourage the use of the original orchestration, the most recent of which is one of the greatest musicals of all time, The Sound of Music (Asian Tour).  

I whole-heartedly agree with your plan to restore the orchestrations to their original state.  However, this product will never be able to recreate the magic of live performance.  Each individual musician, performer, and stagehand who contributes to the production of a show does so in their own way.  This synergistic act is what makes the sum greater than all of its parts.  When you remove a part of live performance, you actually remove the ability for the performer and the audience member to “experience the musicality of these great shows.”       

This new product and technology not only replaces the musicians, but also replaces the live music experience for all.  Please help keep the “music” in musicals.






Sincerely,






[image: image2.jpg]










Thomas F. Lee






President, AFM

