







         November 1, 2006
Theodore S. Chapin

President and Executive Director
The Rodgers and Hammerstein Organization
1065 Avenue of the Americas, Suite 2400

New York, NY 10018

Dear Mr. Chapin,

This letter is in response to the recent Realtime Music Solutions press release announcing “New Products to Enhance Live Performances of Classic Musicals.”  As a long-time recording and theatre musician, a musical theatre fan, and the President of Professional Musicians, Local 47 in Los Angeles,  I find the release deplorable, to say the very least.
For years now, Local 47 has been fighting the use of the Virtual Orchestra and similar technology that replaces live musicians in our theatres.  Contrary to the press release, Los Angeles has hundreds of musicians who are more than qualified and willing to play Rogers & Hammerstein scores as originally orchestrated.  Our musicians bring vitality and expression to these scores that cannot and should not be substituted by pre-recorded music.  Musical devices like InstrumentalEase not only cheat our Union musicians out of work, they also cheat the Audiences, who pay top dollar to see live, musical theatre, and should be treated to a night of just that: live music.  

As all musicians and musical fans know, pre-recorded music cannot begin to capture the true, theatrical experiences.  I firmly believe that no computer could accurately bring the classic scores of Rogers & Hammerstein to life.  That job should remain solely in the hands of our professionally trained musicians.  Get rid of the machines, they are a slap in the face to all musicians.
Sincerely,

Hal Espinosa
President

cc:  Robert Sanders, President, TMA Los Angeles

       Vicky Smolik, National TMA President

        David Lennon, President, Local 802 New York

        Tom Lee, President, American Federation of Musicians

